
DRAFT - Saugatucket River Watershed Action Plan

LEGEND:

COMPLETED Completed action or ongoing activity that has resulted in tangible results.

ON-TRACK Ongoing or in-progress action that is currently on track.
DELAYED Ongoing activity that experienced a delay of some sort but continues to move forward.
NO LEAD Action that has not begun because no agency or group has taken the lead on the action.

NO ACTION Action that was not completed and currently shows no action.

Activity Action Lead Funding Source Time period Status Focus Area Contact Person Contact Phone Contact Email

1.1.1

Complete TMDLs for Saugatucket River
(bacteria and nutrients), Saugatucket Pond
(noxious aquatic plants), and Mitchell Brook
(metals).  

RIDEM - Water 
Resources

RIDEM/EPA Final TMDL - 9/30/01
Data Assessment 

completed, draft TMDL in 
preparation.

Saugatucket River, 
Saugatucket Pond 
and Mitchell Brook

Brandon Faneuf 222-2306x7419 bfaneuf@dem.state.ri.us

1.1.1
Conduct dry and wet weather sampling to
identify sources of metal in Indian Run
Watershed.

RIDEM - Water 
Resources

RIDEM/EPA Final TMDL 2002 Monitoring completed. Indian Run Brandon Faneuf 222-2306x7420 bfaneuf@dem.state.ri.us

1.1.1
Form a Stormwater Management Action
Team

RIDEM - OWR, 
Sustainable 
Watersheds

RIDEM Summer 2001 Formation in progress. Indian Run Jeff Nield 222-3434x4405 jnield@dem.state.ri.us

1.1.1
Begin TMDL investigations of Pt. Judith
Pond in 2002.

RIDEM - Water 
Resources

RIDEM/EPA 2002 Delayed to 2003. Pt. Judith Pond Brandon Faneuf 222-2306x7420 bfaneuf@dem.state.ri.us

1.1.2

Examine the possibility of further water
quality investigation into the Rose Hill Sewer
Sludge Dump as a source of nitrates to the
watershed.

RIDEM - Water 
Resources

New Activity

1.2.1
Create and implement a local Grate Mates 
program to reduce pollution loadings from 
stormwater runoff.

Saugatucket River 
Heritage Corridor 

Coalition (SRHCC)

Watershed council 
money, private sources.

Coordination with 
RIDEM, SK High 
School and SRHCC 
continues.

One drain filter installed.  
No funding/interest for full-
scale program.

Wakefield Rich Youngken  941-3009 dunnfndn@tiac.net

1.2.1

Local zoning should include watershed
protection measures, including but not
limited to soil erosion, sedimentation and
storm water controls for new commercial,
residential and industrial development.  

Saugatucket River 
Heritage Corridor 

Coalition (SRHCC)

Potential 319 funding 
for RIPDES Phase II 

requirements (I.e. 
stormwater mgt).

Ongoing

1.2.1
Utilize Site Plan Review assistance to help
guide development.

SRICD Towns, SRICD

SRICD has an 
engineer on retainer to 

help towns with site 
plan review.

South County Alicia Lehrer 822-8832
Alicia-

Lehrer@ri.nacdnet.org

Strategy 1.2: Prevent degradation of water quality and protect the watershed by controlling nonpoint source pollution through the development process.

Saugatucket River Watershed Action Plan 2001 - 2004 Progress Report for June 2002

TOPIC: Surface Water and Groundwater Quality
Objective 1:Restore the Saugatucket River, Saugatucket Pond and Indian River Brook. 

Strategy 1: Complete water quality restoration plans (TMDLs) for the impaired waters of the Saugatucket River Watershed and implement the plan’s recommended strategies. 
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1.3.1
Implement the remediation plan for the Rose
Hill Landfill Superfund Site as outlined in the
Record of Decision. 

RIDEM-Waste 
Management

EPA
Work commences in 

2002

Rose Hill Landfill - 
Municipal and Bulky 
Waste Disposal Site

Gary Jablonski, State 
Project Mgr

222-2792x7148 gjablons@dem.state.ri.us

2.1.1

Target and acquire land to expand the 
Saugatucket River Green Corridor by 
participating in the South County 
Greenspace Project.

SRHCC
Open Space 2000, 

private sources
Ongoing

Saugatucket River 
Watershed

Dorothy Devine 401-789-7033 saugriv@aol.com

2.1.2
Work with the University of Rhode Island to 
clean up and manage the Hazard Plot 
Forest.  

SRHCC, RIDEM-
Sustainable 
Watersheds

USDA Forest Service Ongoing

Another USDA grant was 
pursued in Fall 2001 to 

no avail.  New grant 
proposal prepared and 
ready to submit (The 

Home Depot).

Saugatucket River 
Watershed

2.2.1
Complete the Saugatucket River Pedestrian 

Walkway in the Historic Downtown Main 
Street District.  

Town of South 
Kingstown, RIDOT

Town, RIDOT 2002-2004

Wetlands application 
under review.  

Construction may begin 
2002

Saugatucket River 
Watershed

2.2.2
Develop an overlook park on River Street, 

Wakefield. 
SRHCC, Town of 
South Kingstown

Funding needed. TBA
Land acquired.  Design 

charrettes held in 2-2000.
Saugatucket River 

Watershed

2.2.2
Remove invasive species at potential site of 

overlook park and replant with native 
species.

SRHCC, RIDEM Funding needed. TBA
Saugatucket River 

Watershed
Dorothy Devine 401-789-7032 saugriv@aol.com

2.2.3 Develop a trail map for the watershed. SRHCC
Funding and assistance 

needed.
TBA In progress

Saugatucket River 
Watershed

Dorothy Devine 401-789-7033 saugriv@aol.com

2.2.4
Obtain conservation easements for trails 

and rights-of-way in the watershed.
SRHCC

Collaboration with BSA 
and AMC

Ongoing New Activity
Saugatucket River 

Watershed
Dorothy Devine 401-789-7033 saugriv@aol.com

2.2.5
Continue development of a self-guided 

walking tour of the watershed. 
SRHCC

Collaboration with 
National Park Service

Ongoing
Saugatucket River 

Watershed
Dorothy Devine 401-789-7033 saugriv@aol.com

Activity Action Lead Funding Source Time period Status Focus Area Contact Person Contact Phone Contact Email

3.1.1
Identify sites used for underground storage
tanks and investigate opportunities for clean-
up and redevelopment.

New Activity New Activity New Activity
Saugatucket 
Watershed

3.1.2
Focus mill village revitalization efforts on the
amenities of the river. 

SRHCC, Friends of 
Peace Dale, Historic 
Downtown Merchants 

Association

New Activity New Activity New Activity
Saugatucket 
Watershed

Strategy 3.1: Promote redevelopment of old, neglected and contaminated sites in the watershed.

TOPIC: Natural, Cultural and Recreational Resources. 
Objective 2: Protect and natural, cultural and recreational resources through the acquisition of land in the watershed. 

Strategy 2.1: Target land acquisitions to protect important natural, cultural and recreational resources in the watershed.

Strategy 2.2: Enhance recreational opportunities within the watershed.

TOPIC: Sustainable Economic Development 
Objective 3: Build a strong local economy through the promotion of the environment and heritage of the Saugatucket River. 

Strategy 1.3: Eliminate pollution from the Rose Hill Landfill Superfund site.
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